
An interview with Karl Lean from Australian band Temujin 

What is the line-up of Temujin?
³)RU�ZULWLQJ�DQG�UHFRUGLQJ�ZH�ZRUN�DV�D���SLHFH��.HOO\�KDQGOHV�YRFDOV�
and keyboards. I handle the guitars, bass and drums. 
³)RU�OLYH�ZRUN�ZH�XVH�VHVVLRQ�PXVLFLDQV�DQG�SOD\�DV�D���SLHFH�´�

When was the band formed?
³,W�ZDV�D�JUDGXDO�SURJUHVVLRQ�IURP�
SURMHFW
�WR�
EDQG
��:H�IRUPDOO\�
launched the myspace site in December 2006, so that's probably as 
JRRG�D�GDWH�DV�DQ\�WR�PDUN�WKH��RIILFLDO��VWDUW�RI�WKH�EDQG�´�

How did you meet? 
³0XWXDO�IULHQGV��VKDUHG�LQWHUHVWV��,
G�EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�WR�ZRUN�RQ�VRPH�QHZ�
material for a while, but needed a vocalist to really get things moving. 
Kelly came for a jam, the songwriting just took off from there. She has an 
amazing ability to write melodies in just a few minutes, and it makes the 
VRQJZULWLQJ�SURFHVV�D�UHDO�SOHDVXUH�´�

Whose idea was it to form the band?
³1RW�VR�PXFK�DQ�LGHD�DV�D�LQHYLWDEOH�QH[W�VWHS��7KH�VRQJV�ZH�ZHUH�
writing were coming together so well that it became obvious we needed 
WR�WDNH�WKLV�IXUWKHU�´�

How would you describe the Temujin sound?
³0RVW�SHRSOH�VHHP�WR�WDJ�XV�DV�VRPH�YDULDWLRQ�RI�JRWKLF�PHWDO��RU�JRWKLF�
rock, or folk metal, or ... something. We're happy with any tag really, as 
long as people can find what they like in our music. The 'gothic' label sits 
well with us since we try to emphasise the 'mood' of our songs. 
³:H�WU\�WR�NHHS�WKLQJV�IDLUO\�VLPSOH�LQ�EDVLF�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��WKHQ�DOORZ�
subtle changes and additions to give the sound its depth. We have plenty 
of strong guitar parts, but we like to build the atmosphere and impact 
through the interaction of the different instruments and vocals rather than 
D�VLPSOH�VWUDLJKW�IRUZDUG�VRQLF�DVVDXOW�´�

Who are the bands main influences?
³:H�RIWHQ�OLVW�RXU�LQIOXHQFHV�DQG�SHRSOH�ILQG�WKHP�D�OLWWOH�VWUDQJH��VLQFH�
we don't really sound like these bands. But that's because the influence 
is more upon our attitude and songwriting techniques rather than on 
actual sound. 
³'LVWXUEHG�DUH�D�PDMRU�LQIOXHQFH��EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�LQWHQVLW\��
Bad Religion because they write lyrics that actually are worth thinking 
about. Rammstein because they build songs so well - the whole is 
DOZD\V�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�HVXP�RI�WKH�SDUWV�´�

Why the name Temujin and what does it mean? 
³:H
YH�EHHQ�DVNHG�WKLV�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH��VR�ZH
YH�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�D�
movie that explains the name : http://www. mongolmovie. com 
³:H�UHFRPPHQG�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FKHFN�RXW�WKH�PRYLH��LW
V�DFWXDOO\�D�YHU\�
good movie by the way - we liked it!) and then get back to us if there's 
DQ\�PRUH�GHWDLO�QHHGHG�´�

What's the music scene like over in Australia at the moment and 
where do Temujin fit into it?
³7KH�$XVWUDOLDQ�PXVLF�VFHQH�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�
FRQVHUYDWLYH
�LQ�PDQ\�
ways - it's not a huge market, so local companies have less ability to 
'experiment', and focus a lot on making sure they will get a return on their 
investment of time and money. This leaves not much support for metal or 
other 'less popular' genres. 
³:H
YH�EHHQ�FRPPLWWHG�ULJKW�IURP�WKH�VWDUW�RQ�KDYLQJ�D�
JOREDO
�YLHZ�
rather than a local view, and I think that's paid off with things like our 
VXSSRUW�DQG�VDOHV�LQWR�WKH�8.��DQG�RXU�VLJQLQJ�D�86�GLVWULEXWLRQ�GHDO�´�

Your current album 1000 Tears quite deservedly got a rave review 
in Insomnia and we absolutely love it - have you pleased with the 
response to the album by both the press and the public alike? 
³<HV��LW
V�EHHQ�DV�JRRG�DV�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�H[SHFWHG�,�WKLQN��:H�KDYH�KDG�
plenty of reviews, and they range from 'amazing' to 'worth a listen'. Not 
one has been damning - I think that says something. The support from 
the public has been even better - we are wrapt by the response so far, 
and we've been through two repressings of the CD so far. With the CD 
now available in the US through retail stores we hope it will continue to 
EXLOG�´

Did you share writing duties on the album?
³,�WHQG�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�PXVLF�PRVWO\��ZLWK�LQSXW�IURP�.HOO\�DV�ZH�UHILQH�
and expand a track. Kelly writes almost all the lyrics, with occasional 
suggestions from me. It's a good balance, and enables us to work fairly 
TXLFNO\�RQFH�ZH�JHW�VWDUWHG�´�

What are the main subjects of Temujin lyrics? 
³$�TXHVWLRQ�EHVW�DQVZHUHG�E\�.HOO\�,�VXSSRVH�����VKH�GRHVQW
�HYHQ�WHOO�
me what its all about, so I spend time guessing just like anyone else! She 
likes to write from a combination of experience and observation. I think 
she does a wonderful job of reflecting the 'tone' of people's lives in her 
lyrics. And she tends to keep things short and to the point - saying a lot 
ZLWK�IHZ�ZRUGV�´�

Do you have any plans to visit us over here in the UK in the near 
future?
³1RW�DW�WKLV�VWDJH��QR��:H�WULHG�WR�VHW�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�XS�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�\HDU�
but the focus had to switch to the US once the distribution deal with 
Renaissance Records was signed. And that kind of killed off those 
preliminary plans. It's a pity, because we have been getting a huge 
amount of support from the UK, and we sell a lot on CDs via mail order 
into the UK. We're hopefully that something might come together for 
HDUO\�������:H
UH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�LW����´�

In the meantime where can people check out Temujin?
³7KH�EHVW�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�ZHE�LV�WKDW�LW�DOORZV�XV�WR�NHHS�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�
people all around the world. Feel free to join our mailing list at the band 
web site www. temujinband. com and we have plenty of web sites for 
people to check out. There are two free mp3 files to download at any of 
WKH�IROORZLQJ�VLWHV´�
www.myspace. com/temujin1 
www.bebo. com/temujinoz 
www.revebnation. com./temujin 
www.facebook. com/pages/Temujin/6582397028 
www.renaissancerecordsus. com/temujin 

http://www.
http://www.myspace.
http://www.bebo.
http://www.revebnation.
http://www.facebook.
http://www.renaissancerecordsus.

